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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: JOURNALIST COMMENT ON PIK BOTHA & VORSTER 

1 . AN EDITOR OF A PRO-SAG NEWSPAPER TOLD EMBASSY POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR TODAY, SEPTEMBER 8, THAT HIS REPORTER WHO HAD 
ACCOMPANIED THE SOUTH AFRICAN DELEGATION TO NEW YORK WAS HIGHLY 
PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE OUTCOME OF THE SETTLEMENT EFFORT. ACCORDING 
TO THE SOURCE, PRIME MINISTER BOTHA TOLD THE REPORTER PRIVATELY 
ON THE WAY BACK FROM NEW YORK THAT THE SAG WAS PREPARED TO DRAW THE 
LINE ON THE ISSUE OF THE LEVEL OF UN FORCES. BOTHA REPORTEDLY SAID 
THAT THE SAG WOOULD "FIGHT IT OUT" ON THIS ISSUE AND THAT 
IT WAS PREPARING FOR A SHOWDOWN. THE REPORTER SAID BOTHA WILL BE 
SEEING THE PRIME MINISTER TODAY TO REVIEW THE SITUATION. 
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2. THE EDITOR SAID THAT VORSTER'S HEALTH WAS A MAJOR COMPLICATION 
IN THE SAG'S CONSIDERATION OF THE ISSUE. HE SAID THAT NEWSPAPERS 
HAD RECEIVED A GOVERNMENT CAUTION NOT TO GO BEYOND SAPA REPORTS 
ON THE PRIME MINISTER'S HEALTH AND THE RESULT OF HIS CHECKUP. 

THE EDITOR SAID THAT IT IS KNOWN THAT THE PROGNOSIS WAS NOT 
FAVORABLE, INVOLVING NOT ONLY VORSTER'S LOW BLOOD PRESSURE BUT 
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OTHER "HEART PROBLEMS." THE DOCTORS HAD WANTED VORSTER TO STAY 
IN THE HOSPITAL BUT HE HAD INSISTED ON LEAVING TO BE ON TOP OF 
ON-GOING PROBLEMS. THE EDITOR SAID THAT VORSTER'S DETERIORATIING 
HEALTH WAS APPARENT. THE PROBLEM WAS COMPLICATED, HE SAID, BY 
HEAVY SMOKING AND HEAVY DRINKING. P.W2. BOTHA, HE SPECULATED, WAS 
TRYING TO SEIZE THE INITIATIVE ON THE NAMIBIAN ISSUE. THE EDITOR 
SAID HIS REPORTER BELIEVED THERE WERE SHARP DIVISIONS IN THE 
CABINET ON NAMIBIA, THOUGH THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAD NOT 
DISCUSSED THIS FACTOR WITH THE REPORTER. 
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